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clearlv that this was a mere sophistrv concocted for the
*>                                                                                                                                                  A                               *--
benefit of despotism. Bentham did not underestimate
the dangers of chaos and the menace of anarchy, but
he realized that the evils of submission might far out-
weigh the good to be gamed by preserving unity, where
the government had really failed to carry out its trust.
While he distrusted an excess of State action, he was
perfectly ready to grant the State full powers.^)
English public life was full of abuses ; old customs
and old corruptions, old restrictions and old despotisms
barred the road to freedom for which the new Liberals
were seeking. By all means let the State act to remove
disabilities and to open gates : in so doing the governors
would be forwarding the welfare of the subjects. But
if the authorities failed in this purpose they could claim
no rights of sanctity, because they were clinging to the
altar where Burke had bowed in adoration. They must
be swept aside and, if necessary, disobedience could
be justified. The claims of legality could not stand for
a moment against the claims of morality; and the
claims of morality were summed up in the happiness of
the people.                           /
We come back once more t<\the two sovereign masters,
pain and pleasure : * it is for them alone to point out
what we ought to do, as well as to determine what we
shall do.^) Bentham, neglected now and even jeered
at for the crudity of his ethics and his psychology, had
thus thrown valuable light on the vexed problem of
Sovereignty and Political Obligation. (^Distrusting
idealism, he was a great humanist ; and though, he
scoffed bitterly at Natural Law, from whence the greatest
democrats have drawn their inspiration, he was a
diligent servant of the people and did far greater service
to humanity than many of its visionaries, because he never
in the maze of words lost sight of the human beings.